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E X E C U T I V E S N A P S H O TWho was your mentor?
There is no one individual I view as amentor. I am a

trial lawyer, both professionally and at heart. The court
system iswhere I developed as a professional and as a
business owner. So, if I have amentor, it is the courts.

How do you celebrate a big deal?
Bothmypartner and I are rather quiet, private and

hard-workingprofessionals.Wedon’t go out andparty
or engage in extravagant celebrations. For instance, just
a fewweeks agomypartner (MichaelRounds) tried a
patent case onbehalf of an international business (JCM
Global).Hewon the case and received a judgment on
behalf of his client for $11.4milliondollars. To celebrate,
wehaddinner at his house. Thatwas the extent of our
celebration. Thenextworkdayhewas at his desk.A few
years ago, I tried a case and received a$5million verdict
formy client. I don’t believe I held any type of celebration.
I know it doesn’t sound exciting, but that is howwework.

What do you do to relax when not at work?
I enjoy sports. I snow ski everyweekend during the

winter, which ismy favorite sport. I also snowboard,
water ski andwakeboard. I firmly believe that theway to
be successful in a career is towork hard and play hard.

If you weren’t running this law firm, what would you
like to be doing?
I havenever had aworkdesire outside of the law.After

finishing college andbefore law school, Iworked as a
sheriff ’s deputy.However, thatwasn’t a career goal. Itwas
just something to dowhile I took a break frommy formal
education.

What is your biggest goal as a businessperson?
Mygoal, alongwith that ofmypartner, is to continue

to growour firm.Weprovide a very highquality of law to
our clients.Wewant to use our currentwork as a platform
to add clients and lawyers to service those clients. There is
no end to this goal. It is a constant and continuing effort.

What would people be surprised to learn about you?
I ama very private person. If the peoplewho knowme

don’t already know it, they certainly aren’t going to learn
it here.

When traveling for business what are your favorite
places to stay and why?
I rarely stay in hotels. If I am traveling, I always look

for a small out-of-the-way place such as a small bed and
breakfast ormotel. I do not like ostentatious spending,
fancy dining or the bright lights. I prefer small intimate
settings that are homey.

What is your favorite place to work?
I don’t have a favorite place towork. I do like that I

travel between offices. The changes keep things fresh and
keepme fromgetting bored.

KellyWatson took the long road to success as
anattorney.The foundingpartnerofNevada-
basedWatsonRounds fell in lovewith skiing
in collegeanddecideda lawcareer couldwait.
The then-22-year-old tookayearoff before
graduate school.That oneyear turned into
fivewhenWatson landeda job in theDouglas
CountySheriff’sDepartment as apatrolman

andenjoyed life. “Frankly, itwashard togo
back to schoolbecause Iwas living suchagood
life, skiingand living inTahoe,” he said.
Watson left the slopes for thebooksand

enrolledatPepperdineUniversitySchool of
Law inMalibu,Calif. TheCalifornianative
nowpractices 70percentpersonal injury
insurancedefenseandhashismainoffice in

Reno.The rest ofhis time is split between
LasVegas andSanFrancisco.AJanuary stay
atWynnLasVegaswasanexception tohis
usual out-of-townaccommodations. If it is a
long trial, heprefers to live inhis recreational
vehicle. SeventypercentofWatson’swork is
now insurancedefense, but travelinghelps to
keep it interesting, he said.


